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SECT, TI. 


' Of the Foundation of our Peace already laid inthe Religion of 
the Nation, and the Stru@ure thereof , to be perfeed by the 
Onty of that Profeſſion, 


Oncerning Religion in this Kingdom, there have 
been, and ſtill are great thoughts of heart, and the 
troubled ſtate thereof hath much diſturbed the 
Minds of Men, and the whole courſe of Human 

Afﬀairs. Doubtleſs, Religion it ſelf is not in fault , which 
in its right and ſound ſtate, being an Inſtitution holy , juſt 
and good, muſt needs be of great efficacy to compoſe and 
quiet our minds, and to heal and ſettle the Nations, But that 
which in it ſelf is Excellent, is by the Errors and Corrupti- 


ons of men, made ſubje& to much vanity, And the Adver- 
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ſary of Mankind being not able to raze out the deep impreſ(- 
ſions thereof that are in our Nature, hath made it his Maſter- 
piece fo to corrupt or diſcompoſe it, as to diſorder the Paſli- 


ons of Men, and the Afﬀairs of the World about it. 


Concerning the Cure of theſe Diſtempers, and the Re- 
dreſs of the Evils thence ariſing, there is no cauſe of Deſpair 
or Dcſpondency , if Men ceaſe from their high Provocati- 
ons, and God from his righteous Indignation. The moſt 
effeftual means of Reconciliation between the Diſagree- 
ing Parties, is, For all of them to be reconciled to God. 
Then would that Spirit of Perverſneſs, which by the Divine ' 
Diſpleaſure hath been mingled in the midſt of us, be con- 
troled and vanquiſhed ; and Offences and Prejudices being 
removed , we might diſcern the Way of Peace. God for- 
bid that Sentence ſhould paſs upon this Generation, De- 


firuTtion and miſery is in their paths, and the way of peace they 


have not known. 

Next, under the Divine Favour and Bleſling , our Help 
ſtandeth in the Wiſdom and Picty of our SOVEREIGN 
and His PARLIAMENT. But this Grand Affair is ac- 
knowledged to be full of difficulties, cauſed by the Paſli- 
ons , Prejudices and Intereſts of the ſeveral Parties. Ne- 
verthele(s, the Prudence and Patience of. thoſe that fit at 
the Helm of Government, is able to Maſter it: For, the 
Ground-work of Peace is laid to their hands, in the Religi- 
on of the Nation 3 and the Impartial may deſcry the oppor- 
tunity of ſuch a Settlement as may m—— all thoſe 
Parties in which the Nation's Peace 1s bound up. | 

Thetrue Intereſt of Soveraignty , is the ſelf-ſame with 
that of the Univerſality, or whole Body of the Kingdom; 
and this is founded in ſuch a Common-Good, as belongs to 
all ſorts of men, by whom the Publike Weal conlilts. And 
where there are, andinevitably will be different Perſwalt- 


ons among them, the Wiſdom of the Government 1s to con- 
tract 
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traCt and leſlen their differences, as much as it is poſſible; 
but, howſoever , to paovens or heal diviſions, and to hold 
them united among themſelves, in the common Benefit , and 
all of them neceſlarily dependantupon the State, Thus is a 
firm Baſis of the perpetual ſtability of Empire, as alſo of 
the Subjeds Tranquility and Proberitys and the preſent 
Diſcourſe reſts upon this Principle as its ſure Founda- 
tion, 

Now in this Realm, the joint Stock of thoſe ſeveral Par- 
ties, for matter of Religion , is REFORMED CHRISTIA+ 
NITT, for which they are all jealous, even unto diſcompo- 
ſure,upon any Encroachments of the Popiſh Party. Where- 
fore, it isthe Wiſdom of this Government, to remove or 
leflen the Differences, and to cure the Diviſions which 
now diſturb and divide the Proteſtants, and to hold them 
united among themſelves, and all of them in firm depend- 
ance upon this State , and conſequently, to give them all 
their due encouragement, not indeed in looſe and irregular 
wayes, but in a ruled Order , conſiſtent with ſtable Polity, 
and agreeable to the Government of this Kingdom, 

The Ground-work being already laid in the Proteſtant 

Religion , which is the general and grand Intereſt of this 
Nation, the Structure and Fabrick of the Unity and Peace 
of this Realm, 1s more or leſs perfected, as the Unity of this 
Profeflion, and the Peace and Concord of its Profetlors, is 
more or leſs acquired, And now this great Queſtion lyes 
before us, Whether the Unity of Religion be obtained by re- 
quiring a Conformity of Judgment and Pradice in matters of 
perpetual difference from the beginming of the Reformation un- 
to this very day; or, by permitting a latitude of Opinion and 
Pradice in thoſe points, and that not infinite and inordinate, 
but limited by the Publike Rule. 


SECT. 


- 
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SECT. IL. 
The Good of the * agar Parties is beſt ſecured by common 


Equity , and the good of the Univerſality. 
bv happy might the diſpoſition of Human Affairs be, 
if that were acknowledged in mens Practice, which 
is moſt clear and obvious to Human Underſtanding , That 
things of common Equity and regard to all ſorts , who are ne- 
ceſſarily included in the Publike State , be preferred by each 
particular Party , before great Advantages to CE apart, 
with diſregard of all others. For, all particular Intereſts 
which are uncorrupt , and will hold firm , are imbarked in 
' the Intereſt of the Univerſality , and muſt fink or ſwim 
therewith : Whereupon, not onely the Commonwealth, 
but the more appropriate Concernments of men, are better 
ſecured for contimuance , by this Moderation and common 
Equity. 

There lye before us the Proteſtant Religion, ( which is 
the true Primitive Chriſtianity ) and the Ancient, Equal 
and Happy Conſtitution of the Government of this Kmg- 
dom. The Conſervation and Advancement ot both Thefs, 
are infinitely more valuable than the prevalence of Parties, 
by all true Proteſtants; and true Ergl;ſp men. A publike 
Spirit 1s that which is truly pious and generous. But, over 
and above this Noble and Chriſtian Conſideration, this alſo 
ſhould be very prevalent, That thoſe Two great things 
before named, in which all do ſhare, and by which all 
fubſift, are the Bafis even of the more private and contra- 
fed Benefits of the ſeveral Parties ; and by diſturbing theſe, 
they weaken their own hold, and diſturb their own ſafety. 
Thoſe that hate Moderation, and follow Extremes on ei- 
ther hand , conſider not the true ſtate of England. It is an 
unhappy Error when divided Parties , who when = is 

one, 
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done, in their divided ſtate, can be but Parties, and not 
the Whole, ſhall ſo aCt in their turns, as if they took 
themſelves to be the whole Body of the Nation , or equi- 
valent thereunto, Andit is a calamitous averſneſs, when 
ſuch as muſt live together either as Friends or Enemies, 
ſhall refuſe lawful and fafe terms of mutual agreement. 

As for Conſcience, and its high Concernments , if it 
be guided by that Wiſdow which is from -above , which is 
firſt pure., then peaceable, it puts in no caution againſt the 
healing of this breach : For, Order and Peace may be ob- 
tained upon terms not repugnant to the Principles of ei- 
ther Party, His Majeſty's Wiſdom hath rightly compre- 
hended this matter, in His Declaration concerning Eccle- 
ſlaſtical Aﬀairs, where He faith, © We are the rather indu- 
© ced to take this npon Us, (that is, to give ſome deter- 
** mination to the matters in difference ) by finding upon 4 
© full Conference that we have had with the Learned men of 
© ſeveral Perſwaſions , That the Miſchiefs under which both 
< Church and State do at preſent ſufſer , do not _= from 
© any formed DoGFrine or Conclufion which either Party 
© maintains or avews ;, but from the Paſſion , Appetite , and 
* Intereſt of particular perſons , which contra@ greater pre- 
© zudice to each other by thoſe Aﬀe@tions, than would natu- 
* rally ariſe from their Opinions. It is apparent , that the 
avowed Dodrines on either ſide, could not ſet the Parties 
at this diſtance, if their Spirits and Intereſts were recon- 


ciled, 
SECT, IIL 
What may be efteemed a good Conſtitution of the State Ec- 


cleſtaftical. 


S concerning the publike Order , it imports exceed- 
ingly to diſcern and make a difference between 

wrable, but mprally impoſſible , or extreamly 
impro- 


things de 
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improbable , and things neceſſary and attainable. Perfett 
unanimity about matters of Religion, and a harmony. of 
Opinion in wdodym rs ag Truths, is very deſirable; but 
it was never yet found in any Ageof the World, among 
thoſe that owned the ſame Religion, and conſequently it 
cannot be neceſlary in all thoſe that ought to be compre- 
hended in the ſame Church, or Religious Communion. 
For which cauſe, a preciſe Uniformity in matters of meer 
Opinion, will hardly ever paſs with general ſatisfa&tion : 
Neither is it- of that importance, that ſome make it to be, 
for Peace and Edification. There is another thing not 
onely deſirable , but the indiſpenſable duty of all particu- 
lar perſons, which is Brotherly Love among all that re- 
ceive the common Faith once givento the Saints. This is of 
far greater conſequence than the former, and more large- 
ly attainable, becauſe it is a Catholick Diſpoſition, and 
the right Spirit of true Chriſtianity z and indeed, the fail- 
ing hereof 1s lamentable and reproachful. Howbeit, this 
excellent Chriſtian Veztue is commonly much interrupted 
and impaired in many, by prejudicate Opinions, and de- 
praved Aﬀections; and it muſt not be expe&ted, butthat 
Animoſities and Jealoufies may remain between men of dif- 
ferent Perſwaſions, by reaſon of -the corruption'of man's 
nature, and theinfirmities of the beſt of men, Aud there- 
fore the foundation of a ſolid National Settlement, muſt 
not, and need not be laid: in mens good diſpoſitions and 
inclinations: For, although the diſtemper of many minds 
continue , yet publike Order, andſteddy Government, is 
in no wiſe impoſitble. - .\..- | | Yo bl 

Things are neceſſary , either as the End, or the Means. 
The things here conſidered, that are neceſſary as the End, 
are, The Advancement of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Kingdom of Exglard, the Tranquility of Church/and 
State, and the Security of all ſound Proteſtants, and good 
Subjects. 
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Subjects. That which is neceſlary as the Means, is the 
Publike Rule and Staridard by which theſe blefled Ends 
may..be obtained; that; notwithitanding the rematyder 
of mens Pervexſaeſs,, the common high Concerns of, Re- 
formed Religion, and of this Kingdom, be not diſturi- 
ed, noabel , or calt back by the Altercations that may 
chance to ariſe between men of ditterent private Qpinions, 
and different partial. Intereſts. The high Importance ahd 
Neceſlity of a ſtated Rule of ſuch Force and Efficacy, 
evinceth the poſlibility thereof: For, ſo Noble and-Ne- 
ceſlary Ends, cannot be deſtitute of all poſſible Means 
leading thereunto. Evil Diſpolitions and Manners are the 
riſe of Good Laws:. And Law-makers, that .are ſubje& 
to like paſſions with other men, have the Wiſdom to limit 
themſelves and others, for the Univerſal Good , wherein 
the good of every Individual is ſecured. ws Lets 

The Publike Rule being to be framed to the proportion 
of. the People that are to be ſetled under it!,,the chief :re- 
gard muſt be had to their fixed and unmoyable Perſwaſjons 
and Inclinations, leſt They ſhould breakithe Rule, or the 
Rule break them. In a Nation whoſe Active Patt is zealous 
of Religion, andable to diſcern, and additted to diſcourſe 
the Grounds thereof, the Order of Things ought, in the 
firſt place, tobe directed to the ſatisfying of the Juſt and 
Reaſonable Demands of Conſcience, which being trou- 
bled, isa reſtleſs thing z and then to the outward Incou- 
ragements of Piecty and Learning, and withal], to the brid- 
ling of Ambition, Avarice, Faction, and all depraved 
Appetite, It muſt be expeted', That divers Obliquities 
a Deficiencies may remain,and Troubles will arile: but if 
that which is Wholeſom and Good, be fo predominant as to 
Maſter the Evils, though not to excinguilh them, it is to be 
elteemed a Good Conkitution, 


B SECT. 


SECT. IV. 


Tht- Comprehenſivenelt if the Eftabliſhment , and the Alow- 
"ance of 4 jnſt Latitude of Diſſent, us the beſt Remedy 
againſt Diſſentions. 


Here was lately publiſhed a Diſcourſe fora due Lati- 

tude in Religion, by Comprehenſion, Toleration and 
Connivence, direQed to this End, That the occaſions of 
thoſe Diſcords which divide the Members, and diſtract the 
whole Body of the Proteſtant Profeſſion, might ceaſe ; and 
that the common Concernments, wherein the diſagreeing 
Parties havea large joint Stock in things of greatelt mo- 
ment ; might be purſued. This is encountred with an ad- 
ver Diſcourſe, which is here to be examined, and the 
ſtate and reaſon of. the aforeſaid Latitude, is to be further 
cleared, ' 

Toteration being commonly underſtood of the permiſh+ 
on of different ways of Religion, without the Line of 
the Approved Way, A Diſcourſe of Toleration doth not 
hit che Diſcourſe of the Religion of England, m the' mairi 
thereof, whole chief Deſign is the Extenſion of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Order, and the Moderation therein required ; and 
then Toleration is treated of analogically, with reſpe& not 
only tocommon Charity , but to the Satety of the ſetled: 
Polity. It isno lefs beſides the mark , to argue from the 
Miſchiefs of a boundleſs and licentious Toleration, againſt 
that which is Limited and well Managed, and hath for the 
SubjeR thereof, nothing that is intolerable. 

But, if under this Name be comprehended alſo the Per- 
miſſion of diverſity of Opinion in the ſame Eſtabliſhed 
Order, let it be conſidered , Whether any ample Polity 
can conſiſt without ſuch Permiflion. For, it isa thing ut- 
terly unknown, and ſeems morally impoſhible, for any 
| numerous 
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numerous Society of Inquiring.men, to be of the ſame 
judgment in all points of Religion. And though the Soxs 
of the Church, as they are called, agree in thoſe points 
wherein they all differ from the Nonconformiſts , yet they 
ditter among theraſclves in far weightier Matters, and ſuch 
as have cauſed great Schiſms , and bave been the ſubjedts of 
the Debates and Determinations of ſome Synods inthe 
Reformed Churches. Now if Charity among themſelves, 
and their appropriate Intereſt, diſpoſe them to this mutu- 
al forbearance ,. a more extenſive Charity, and the common 
Intereſt of Reformed Chriſtianity , ſhould incline them to 
a forbearance in thoſe other matters, | 
There is yet a greater Error committed about the Swbje(# 
of Toleration , which the Agſwerer by miſtake, will have 
to be Diſſentions in Religion, but is nothing ſo in the deſign 
of that Diſcourſe to which he pretends an Anſwer. Anil 
this hath brought forth a large Impertinency , whichtakes 
up more thana third part of his Book : For, thoſe whoſe 
Liberty He ſeeks to withſtand, are not touched with that 
which he writes at large of the nature of Diſlentions, with 
their Cauſes and Conſequences, andthe Magiſtrates duty 
concerning them, whether it be right or wrong, ſetting 
afide the 1njurious application thereof. And all that la- 
bous had been ſpared , if he had put a difference between 
Diſſention and Diſſent , words that are near,in ſound , and 
perhaps, ſometimes , promiſcuoully uſed ; but in their ſtrict 
and proper ſenſe, far. diſtant : For, Difſertion is no ſooner 
preſented to the mind, but it is apprebended as ſomething 
either culpable and offenſive , or calamitous and unhappy: 
But Dies is of a better notion, and is not neceſlarily ew- 
, Either a Fault or a Grievance. But if this Au- 
thor means by Diſleftions, nomore theh diſflents or dif- 
ferences of Opinion, with what truth and juſtice can he 
charge them all (as he doth) with ſuch execrable _ 
B 2 an 
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and'Effects; Diffentionshave been, Ry be remedied, 
and their fuel being taken away , thoſe flames will be ex- 
tinguiſhed : But diverfity of Opinion ſeems in this ſtate of 
Human Nature, to be irremediable. Tt is therefore hoped, 
that the ſtate of this Church and Kingdom T5 not fo deplo- 
rable, asto want a Settlement while theſe Dificats remain, 
Moreover, there are private diflents between * particular 
men, within the latitude of the Publike Rule ; and there 
are diſlents that may be called Publike , as being from the 
Publike Rule, oribate parts thereof. Now the broadet 
and more comprehenſive the Rule is , the fewer will be the 
Diſſenters from it. And the permiftion of private diver- 
fities of Opinion, in a juſt Latitude within the Rule, js 
the means to leſſen Publike Diſſents, and — 
Diſſeations much more. And this was the main ſcope of 
the'firft 'Diſconrſe. a 

The great importance of Unity in. the Church of Chriſt, 
is acknowledged and contended for as much on ths fide, as 
on the other : Howbeit , we do not believe that Chriſt 
our Head hath laid the Conſervation and Unity of His 
Church, uponunwritten and uiineceſlary Doftrines, and 
little Opinions, and Sacred Rites and Ceremonies af meer 
Human Tradition and Inſtitution. But He hath ſer out the 
Rule and Meaſure of Unity in ſuch ſort , as that uponDil- 
ſents in thoſe things, the Members of this Society might 
not break into-Schiſms , to a mutual condemnation and ab- 
horrency. The'iimpoſing of ſuch things ( excepr in thoſe 
Ages whoſe Blindneſs and Barbariſm diſpoſed them to ſtu- 
pidity and groſs ſecurity intheir Religion ) hath been ever 
found to break Unity , and todeſtroy, or much impair 
Charity.,, Goodnefs, Meekneſfs and Patience, whicR"are 
.Vital Parts, andchief Excellencics of Chriſtianity, 


SECT. 


a 


der _ 
Proteſtants, is the likeliefſt means of ſtopping ſuch avenues, 
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SECT. V. 
whether the preſent Diſentions are but ſo many FaTions in 
the State. 


(YE grand Objettion is, That the Diſſentions among us, 
are but ſo many ſeveral Fadions in the Staje.But,meer 
diflents in Religion, areno $ tatgFactions at all, but pro- 


'ceed from a more laſting Cauſe, than particular Deſigns, 
-or, any temparary Occaſltons ,: even from the incurable In- 
firmity of 'onr Nature. And if it were granted, That the 


Diſfentions were State-Fattions; yet,'theyare not ſo ori- 
ginally and radically, but by accident. Some may take ad- 
vantage to raife and keep up: Factions by them. Forthis 
cauſe, take out of the way the ſtumbling-block of need- 
les rigors, and then Difſentions will ceaſe or languiſh, . and 
IP , the State FaCtions (if there be any ſuch that 
are kept up by them) will come to nothing, 

It is ſo evident, that Toleration, which came not in till 
after the breach between the Late King and Parliament, 
did not open the avenues to our Miſeries , that one may won- 

ſhould ſay'it did. But, meet Indulgence to all ſound 


And, if it be for the Intereſt of England to have no Fadions, 
the beſt way 15to remove thoſe burdens, which, like a par- 
tition-wall , hath kept afunder the Profeſlors of the ſame 
Religion : Then the Maſters of our Troubles ( whoſoever 
they be) cannot have that advantage by their Eminency in 
their Parties , to drive on their Deſigns inthe State. FaCtious 
Spirits are diſappointed , when Honeſt Minds are fatisfied 
and ſecured. 

This Author relates the Aims of ſeveral Parties on this 
manner : The Papiſts are for the Supremacy of the Biſhop of 
Rome 3 ſome of the other Sets are for a am ak 

others 
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others are for the Fift Monarchy. But, if the trueſtate of the 
Nonconformiſts be well conſidered y, it will be found, that 
in Them, as well asany others, the King and Kingdom is 
concerned, and the good of Buth promoted. It is not with 
them, as with the Popiſh Party , who have fuch a ſevered 
Intereſt to.themſelves;,, that the State 15 little concerned in 
it, ſave onely to beware of its Incroachments. But the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, are-ſuch as do much of the Buſineſs 
of the Nation, and ha# not their Intereft apart, but in 
ſtrict conjunttion with the whole Body-Politick. Yea, 
they have no. poſſible means of . enſuring their Intereſt, but 
by Legal-Secyurity obtajned from the Higher Power.and þ 
comporting with the general tranquility-both of theChurc 
and State of England. They cannot flye to the Refuge of 
any Foreign Prince or State, (as the Papiſts have done fre- 
quently ) they acknowledg ng Foreign furition,which 
is a Principle of the Popiſh. Faith) but all their Stake lies at 
home, and they, can have no fure Hold that is aliene from 
the Happineſs of the King and Kingdom. An Impartial 
Obſerver cannot but diſcern this. 1f it be lawful to name 
a thing ſo much to be abhorred, as a Change of the Ancient 
Laws and Government, they could not be happy , .nor do 
their Work by ſuch anunhappy Change.” Experience wit- 
neſſeth, That their Intereſt 1s not for haſty and unſtable 


Victory, or unfixed Liberty ; but, for a ſtate of firm Con- - 


fhſtence and Securityz and that they cannot hold their 
own, but by the common Safety both of Prinee and 
People. Oe” 

The ſumm, of this Matter is, That a Party not onely 
comporting with the good Eſtate of this Realm, but even 
ſubliſting by it , and therefore firmly linked unto it, ſhould 
not be calt off, z 


SECT, 
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SECT; VI. 


whether the NONCONFORMISTS Principles tend to 
Sets and Schiſms. 


COme Reaſons were offered to ſhew, That Indulgence 
Sg towards Diſſenting Proteſtams, did much concern the 
Peace and Happineſs of this Realm. And thePrudent 
will judg Arguments of that fort to be of the greateſt 
weight inthe Aﬀairs of Government. There isno need to 
reinforce the cogency of thoſe Reaſons : The Adverſary 
hath wreſted them to an odious meaning , contrary to their 
manifeſt true intent ; but whether he hath indeed evinced 
them to be of Iittle or no moment 3 or, whether they ſtand 
in full force, let judicious men conſider. The whole reaſon- 
ing in that particular, reſts upon this Maxime, That it is the 
SOVEREIGN 's true Intereſt , tamake his divided People 
to be one among themſelves, andto keep them all in de- 
pendance upon Himſelf, as the Procurer of their common 


ſafety. 

The Prejudices that have been conceived, and the Ca- 
lumnies that have been raiſed againſt the Noxconformiſts, 
gave occaſion of reſolving this Queſtion , Whether they be 
of 4 judgment and temper that makes them capable of being 

onght under the Magiſtrates Paternal Care and Condu@ , to 
fuch a ſtated Order as will comport with this Church and King- 
dam ? I his, by the Anſwerer, is termed a Diale@# of Canting, 
and is wilfully wreſted intoa Queſtion of another nature. 
Whether he had occaſion given him to ſpeak fo ſcornfully, 
let any judg that underſtand ſober Janguage. But, that 
they might appear uncapable of a Comprehenſion , he 
ſticks not to aftirm , That the.Prixciples of Presbyterian Per- 
ſwaſion , do not admit of any ſtability , but may be drawn out 
fo patronize the wildeſt Se@s that are or have been. And his 
main 


[ 6.) 
main proof” is taken from the bare word of Twoof their 
Eminent Adverſaries..' He might have remembred , That 
the fame Reproach is caſt upon the: Prineiples of Proteſt az+ 
tiſm , by Romiſh Writers. One may well ask,, Where is 
the Truth and Candor of thoſe men that write after this 
manner? Conſider the French, Dutch, Helvetian Churches, 
how intire they keep themſelves in Orthodox Unity , from 
the Gangrene of Se&s and/Schilms. The Church of Sror+ 
land, whilſtjt was Presbyterian, was inferior tonone inthe 
Unity of Dotrine and Church-Communion. Did Prelacy 
ever effect thelike Unity in the Church of Exgland? And 
ſhall the Sefts.that now are,or lately were in this Nation, be 
charged upon. Pregbytery., that was never {etled among us; 
and againſt which the Sectaries had the greateſt indignati- 
on? Though that Way never obtained in Erg/and, nor was 
favoured with the Magiſtrates vigorous aid , yet it is very 
untrue”, that the firſt admirers and. friends thereof , grew 
ſick of it, and hifſed for the other $e&i to afjront, reproach 
and baffle it. It is well known, that it received thole diſgra- 
ces from another ſort of men. | 
 Theaſlcrting of this Government, is far from the deſign 
of this or the former Treatiſe; yet it may be lawful to vin- 
dicateit from unjuſt aſperſions. The a—_— pleaſed to 
ſtile it , No other but aSeF. I hope he doth not intend to 
make the Foreign Reformed Churches, but ſo many Com- 
binations of SeQtaries. If his meaning be, that js no better 
thana Set in England, becauſe another Government i eſta- 
bliſhed by Law, l«t himtell us, Whether Epiſcopacy would 
be a Sect, if it ſhduld appear in thoſe Countries where Pref” 
bytery is the Legal Government? Nolels will follow, if the 
Notion of Sect be extended fo far, as to fetch in whatſoever 


diſlents from the Order by Law eſtabliſhed, 
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SECT, VIL 
Of their Principles touching OBEDJENCE and G0- 
VERNMENT. 


4 Nother great Prejudice gaken up againſt the Noncon- 
formiſts, is, That they are inconliſtent with any 
Regular. Government: And this Author reports, that 
it is a common Maxime among the Diſlſeaters, That 
an Indifferent Thing becomes Unlawful by being Commanded. 
But let the World hear them ſpeak for themſelves out of 
their Account to His Majeſty concerning the Review and Alte- 
ration of the Liturgy. 
* We humbly beſcech Your Majeſty to believe, That 
«© weown no Principles of Fattion or Diſobedience, nor 
© patronize the Errors or Obſtinacy of any. It is granted 
© us by all, That — be commanded us by man, 
© which is contrary to the Word of God: That, if it be, 
* and we know it, weare bound not to perform it , God 
* being the Abſolute Univerſal Sovereign: That we muſt 
© uſe all juſt means to diſcern the WHI of God, and whe- 
© ther the Commands of Men be contrary to it : That, if 
* the Command be ſinful, and any through negled& of ſuf- 
« ficient ſearch, ſhould judg it Lawtful, his culpable Error 
*excuſeth not his doing it, from being ſtn: And there- 
© fore as a reaſonable creafure mult needs hiave a judg- 
© ment of diſcerning , that he. may rationally obey it; 
* fois he with the greateſt care and diligence, to exercile it 
< in the greateſt things, even the obeying of God, and the 
* ſaving of his Soul : And that where a l[trong probability 
* of agreat Sin and Danger lieth before us , we mult not 
* raſhly run on without ſearch : And that to go on againſt 
* Coulcience where it is miſtaken, is ſin and danger to him 


© that erreth. And on the vther (ide, we are remembred, 
that 
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< that in things no way againſt the Law of God, the Com- 
* mands of our Governors muſt be obeyed; but if the 
© command what God forbids, we muſt patiently ſubmit 
*to ſuffering, and every ſoul muſt be ſubje&to the Higher 
© Powers for Conſcience ſake, and not reſiſt : The Pub- 
«like FJudgment, Civil or Kcclefraſticat, belongeth only 
© to publike perſons, and not fo- any private man'; That 
*©no man muſt be be caufleſly or pragmarically mquiſterve 
into the reaſons of his Superiors Commands; nor by 
< Pride and Self-conceitednels , exalt his own underſ{tand- 
*<ing above its Worth and Office; but all to be modeſtly 
6 and humbly felf-ſafpicions: That none muſt erroneoul] 
<« pretend to God's Law, againſt the juſt Command of brs 
&« Supertors, nor pretend the doing of his duty to be a fin - 
& That he who ſufpefteth his Superiors Commands to be 
& zpain{t Gods Laws, muſt uſe all means for ful} informa- 
*©tjon, before he ſettle im a courſe of dixfobeying them : 
** And that he who indeed diſcovereth any thing comman- 
© ted, tobe aſi; thongh he muſt nor doit , muſt manage 
« his Opinion with very great care and tenderneſs of the 
*<Prublike Peace, and the honour of his Governors. Theſe 
<« are our Principles : If we are otherwiſe repreſented to 
« Your Majeſty, we are miſ-repreſented : If we are accu- 
*«ſ{cd of contradifting them, we humbly crave that we may 
* not be condemned before wg be heard. - 

This is formd fpeech that cannot be reproved. Where- 
fore if the Clemency of their Superiors ſhall remit thoſe 
Injuncttons that may wellbe diſpenſed with,und uato which 
they cannot yeeld conformity for fear leſt they fin againſt 
God ; their Principles will difpoſe them with an humble 
_ thankful acquieſcence, to receive ſo great a Be- 
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SECT. vIll. 


Of placing them in the ſame rank for Crime and Guilt, with 
the P APISTS. 


HE Anſwerer hath not feared to ſet the Papiſts, and 

the Proteſtant Diſſenters, upon the ſame level , inthe 

guilt of Rebellion, Cruelty and Turbulency. Fora high 
Charge having been made good againſt Popery , That it di- 
ſpofeth SubjeFs to Rebellion : That it perſecutes all other Re- 
ligions within its reach : That whereſoever it finds encourage+ 
ment , it is reſtleſs , till it bear down all, or hath put all in 
diſorder ; He comes and tells the World, 'T hat the Noncor- 
fornriſts are no more innocent of the ſame Crimes. Can men 
of found minds and temperate ſpirits , believe this ? And 
what greater advantage can be given the Popiſh Party:, then 
that a Proteſtant Writer Mould declare and publith, that.ſo 
great a part of Proteſtants are equally mvolved with them 
Mm thoſe heinous Crimes with'which the Proteſtarts have al- 
ways charged them ? And'that ſuch a one ſhould tell them, 
That it will ſeem unequal to deny a Toleration to them, and 
grant it unto others that are here pleaded for; 'whichis in 
effect to ſay, They have as good reaſon toexpettan In- 
dulgence fon this State, as others that maintainthe Do+ 
ctrine of the Church of England, yea, ſuch as communicate 
1n her publike Worſhip. 1s thereno better way of exalt- 
Ing Prelacy, and diſgracing its ſuppoſed Adverſaries, then 
by this Reproach and Damage done tothe whole Proteſtant 
Profeſſion ? Yea, he fo far extenuates the guilt of Papiſts, 
and brings it down-ſo low, as to make it. common to all 
other Sefts, 1n which one -would (think he thould have 
been more wary , who-in one place ſtretcheth the'notion 
of Sed ſofar,as to make'tts realon to-lyein being different 
from the Eftabliſhed Furm-of Church Government, Now 
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for matter of pradtice, he imputes the ſame guilt toall other 
Sects3 And if the Papiſts (ſaith he ) have any Du@Grines 
which countenance thoſe PraGiſes, that js to be accounted as 
the iſſne of their inſolency in their own greatneſs. And he im- 
plies, That it is onely the want of ſtrength , that other 
Sefsare not ſo bad as they for ſuch kind of Doftrine, as 
well as Praftice. Such paſlages falling from a Proteſtants 
Pen, may dothe Papiſts better ſervice than their late Apo- 
logy. But why doth he ſay, 1f the Papiſts have any ſuch 
Do@rines £ Doth he not know they have * The Church of 
England was allured of it, when concerning the Adherents 
of Rowe, ſhe uſed this expreſſion in a publike form of 
Prayer , Whoſe Religion is Rebellion , and whoſe Faith is Fa- 
Fiow. We wilh their eyes were open, who cannot ſee more 
permanent and effetual cauſes of the aforeſaid Crimes pe- 
culiar tothat Religion, and rooted in the Principles there- 
of.” The evidence hereof given in the former Diſcourſe, 
is not needful to be tf in this place. 

This Author (as others that appoſe the wayes of Amity 
and Peace ) loves to grate upon a ſtring that ſounds harſh, 
To renew the. remembrance of the Jate Warr. Thoſe di- 
{tracted Times, are the great Storehouſe and Armory, out 
of which ſuch men do fetch their Weapons of offence; 
an&the great Strong-hold , unto which they always retreat 
when they are vanquiſhed by the force of Reaſon, and 
then they think they are ſafe, thaugh therein they contra- 
dift the true intent of the Att of Oblivion. Some of thoſe 
that now ſo importunately urge the Injury and Tyranny 
of thoſe Times, did then ſufliciently comply with Uſur- 
pers 7 and left Epiſcopacy to ſink or ſwim3 and did partake 
of the chiefeſt Favours and Preferments that were then 
conferred, And on the other hand, ſuch as they upbraid, 
and are now Sufferers , did as little comply with thoſe that 
lubverted the Government , and did as zealouſly appear 

for 
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for the reſcue of onr late Sovere gn, and for the reſtitution 
of His preſent Majeſty , as any ſort of menin the Realm. 
But to 1ntermeddle in the Differences of thoſe Times, and 
to repeat Odious Matters, and to uſe Recriminations that 
will diſturb the minds of men, and tend to a perpetual Miſ- 
chief, is aliene from, and oppoſite unto my Pacitick Endea- 
+ T1 vours. As for his charging the Nozconformiſts with certain 
| Dodrines and Poſitions by him there mentioned ( which [ 
know none that maintains ) and other Accuſations and Re- 
| 


orts relating to the time of the Warr ; the Truth or Fal(- 
Lak the Equity or Iniquity, the Candor or Dilingenuity 
of his Teſtimony in thoſe things, is leftto the judgment of 
the Righteous God, and of Impartial Men, 


SECT, 
tWhether their Inconformity be Conſcientious or Wilful. 


| Nother part of the Proceeding is very Unrighteous 
A and Preſumptuous. The Dillenting Miniſters appeal 
to God , That they dare not Conform for Conſcience ſake. 
This Author hence inferrs , The force of the Argument is, 
» There is a Neceſſity of Toleration , _—_ they Will not con- 
form. Is a Cannot for Gagan ſake, of no more force than 
a bare Will not? But who beſt knows their hearts,themſel ves 
or their Adverſaries ? He would make the world believe, 
that not Conſcience, but Obſtinacy and Faction, is the 
cauſe of their holding out , and that the greateſt part were 
trapanwd into Nonconformity, That tritling ſtory of their 
being trapann'd, is not worthy of ſerious diſcourſe. It is ſo 
evident, as not to be denied, T hat about the time the Aft of 
Uniformity was to be-put in practice, there were motions 
and overtures of Indulgence from the King and ſome of the 
great Officers of State, who were known to have high at- 
tection and clteem for the Church of England, yet did ap- 
prove 
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prove and promote thoſe Overtures asthe beſt Expedient 


tor the ſetling of this Church and Kingdom, But to let 
that paſs , Can men of Underſtanding and Candor think, 
that ſo many ſerious perſons, who as well as others, may be 
thought to love themſelves, their Families and Relations, 
thould continue ſuch egregioully obſtinate Fools, as tore» 

fuſe the- Comforts of their Temporal Being , for a Humor, 
and remain in a ſtate of Deprivation, into which they had 
been meerly trapann'd? As forthe objected wrprofitable- 
neſs of their returning, how doth it appear? What hinders 
their Capacity of gaining Benefices, yea and Dignities, if 
they could Conform 2 Why ſhould they not find as good 
acceptation as others, in their Preaching and Converſation? 

It may be they would enter too faſt, for the good liking of 
ſome, into thoſe Preferments, who therefore would ſet ſuch 

Barrs againſt them, as they:ſhould not be able to break tho- 


r0:1gh, © 
SECT. X, 
Of their peaceable Inclinations, and readineſs to be ſa- 
thfied. 


N'the late Times of Uſurpation , there were apparent, 
| prediſpolitions inthis ſort of men'toPeace and Concord, 
The longing deſfireand expeCtation that was in them, as 
much as 1n wt others, of a National Settlement, and ge- 
neral Compolure, did accekrate His Majeſty's Peaceable 
R eſtauration. Surely they were not 'fo {tupid. as to ima- 
gine that great T urn of Affairs, ' without the thoughts of 
their own yeilding, and ſuch as they hoped would be eftc- 
ctual with thoſe of the other Perſwaſion, Their early and 
ready Overtures of Reconciliation, 'which are publikely 
made known, will teſtitie their Moderation, to the preſent 
and future Ages. Their Offers of —— in Epiſcopacy 
Regulated, and the Litzrey Reformed , was on their part, a 
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-_— advance towards Union. His Majeſty hath given this 
eftimony of them in His Declaration : When We were int 
Holland, We were attended by many Grave and Learned Ai- 
nifters from hence, who were looked upon as the moſt able and 
principal Aſſertors of the Presbyterian Opinions , with 
whone We had as nmch Conference as the multitude of Af- 
fairs which were then upon Vs, would permit Us to bave; and 
to Onr great Satisfation and Comfort , found them perſons 
fall of AﬀeFion to Us , of Zeal for the Peace of the Church 
and State, and neither Enemies ( as they had been given out to 
beYto Epilcopacy or Liturgy ,but modeſtly to deſire ſuch altera- 
tions as without ſoaking Foundations , might beſt allay the 
preſent Diſtempers which the indiſpoſttion of the Time , and 
the tenderneſs of ſome mens Conſciences had contraFed, 
I wonder at the confidence of that Aflertion in the Ar- 
ſwer , That it is ſufficient'y known , That none of the preſent 
Nonconformiſts didin the leaſt meaſure agree in the uſe of thoſe 
little things; and though deſired by the King to read fo much of 
the Liturgy as themſetves had not exception againſt , and [os 
conld have no pretence from Conſcience. For it 1s well known, 
that ſome of them did in compliance with the Kings deſire, 
read part of the Liturgy in their Churches. As for others 
that did not, perhaps for the prevention of ſcandal they 
might uſe their liberty of forbearance till ſome Reformati- 
on were obtained. The truth is, the Conceſſions on this 
fide have been abuſed, to the reproach and diſadvantage 
of the depreſfled Party; and from their readineſs to yeild 
ſo faras they can , for the common peace ſake, a perverſe 
inference 15 made, That they might yeild throughout, if 
Humor and Faction did not rule them, Is there any Jultice 
or Charity in ſuch dealing ? May not men of upright Con- 
{ciences, and peaceable Inclinations, forbear the inlifting 
upon ſome things to them very delirable, and give place ty 
ſome things not approved by them as the beſt in that Kind, 
it 
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if ſobethey might obtain their Peace and —_ , by In- 
dulgence granted them in other things, wherein Conſcience 
binds them up that they cannot yeild? Moreover , ſome 
Conceſſions made by particular men of very Catholick 
ſpirits, in the earneſt purſuit of Peace, have been wrack'd 
and wreſted to a ſenſe beyond their. true import ; and then 
they that ſo handle them, triumph in their own conceit, 
over them, as if they had given up the whole Cauſe, Cer- 
tasnly they are ill employed , who from their Brethrens 
yeelding - offers, raiſe Oppoſition againſt them, and endea- 
vour to ſet them further off, | 


SECT: XL. 


The propounded Latitude leaves out nothing neceſſary to ſecure 
the Church's Peace. 


0 ſet forth the propounded Latitude in the particu- 

| lar Limits thereof, is not —_— to a Diſcourſe 
of this nature: : For it were preſlumptuous both in refer- 
ence to Superiors , and to the Party concerned in it. And 
it isunneceſſary; for Prejudices being removed , and the 
Conveniency of a greater Latitude being acknowledged, 
the particular Boundaries thereof will eaſily be deſcried : 
And indeed, the generals that are expreſſed, are-a ſufficient 
11dication thereunto. His Majeſty*s Declaration concerns 
ing Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, hath mentioned particular Con- 
cflions on both ſides, and that Harmony of Afﬀections 
therein, Hecalls excellent Foundations to build upon. The 
Moderation and Indulgence there ſpecified , would do the 
work; Imeannot ſoas if all Diflenters would inſtantly be 
thereby brought in z but that our wide breach would pre- 
ſently bo healed in great part, and be in the ſureſt way for a 
total and abſolute healingz and ſo much would be gained 
at preſent, as might be able to conquer the remaining Difti- 
culties, | The 
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The former Diſcovrſe had this poſition, That the Ends 
of Church-Diſcipline do not require a Conſtitution of 
narrower bounds, then things neceſlary to Faith and Lite, 
and Godly Order in the Church. The Anſwerer ſaith, 
That this Eſtabliſhment is not enough for a Settlement, becauſe 
it doth not ſecure the Peace. And to {hew the inſufficiency 
thereof , he giveth two inſtances of Diſcord between the 
Parties Firſt , about the Perſons to whoſe Care the great 
things of Chriſtiazity ſhould be intruſted to ſee them conveyed 
unts Poſterity , whether they ſhall be a Single Perſon, or a Con- 
ſoſtory , or each ſingle Congregation. Secondly , About the 
means of conveying thoſe things, the Worſhip of God, and the 
Circumſtances thereof. From hence he draws this Conclufti- 
on, Therefore to preſerve Peace among her Members, tbe 
Church had need to determine more then the great things of 
Chriſtianity and to injoyn more then what is barely neceſſary 
to Faith and Order. Verily, it may much amuſe one to think 
what that thing ſhould be in the Eccleſiaſticg] Polity,which 
is not neceſlary to Chriſtian Faith and Life,and godlyOrder 
in the Church, and yet neceſlary to ſecure the Church's 
Peace. And if the aforeſaid Inſtances of diſcord between the 
Church of England and the Diſſenters are not neceſlary to 
Faith or Order, what reaſon can be rendred of the inexo- 
rable Impoſition thereof, upon diflenting or doubting 
Conſciences? Can it be neceſlary tothe Church's Peace, 
to exclude or deprive men for ſuch Differences in which 
neither Faith nor Order are concerned ? Or is this the Az- 
ſwerer's meaning , That the Church's Peace conliſts in the 
excluſion of the Nonconſormiſtsz and that the necetlary uſe 
of ſome InjunCtions, ſtands in keeping them out; ſo that 
not their Conformity, but their Exclulion is the thing ther- 
by intended? 

_ The Comprehenſion doth not ſuppoſe(as it is mif-report- 
&d) That Presbytery fbould be permitted or. cnconraged. All 
D intermed- 
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intermedling with the Form of Church-Government, was 
declined; only the preſcribed Uniformity was conſidered. 
Beſides, for the exaCt Presbyterial Form to be comprehend- 
ed in Fpiſcopacy , is contradiftory z yet that fomething of 
Presbytery (hould be included in it, is not repugnant, And | 
ſuch a Comprehenſion is approved in His Majeſty's afore- | 
faid Declaration, Likewiſe King CHARLES the Firſt, 

m His Diſcourſe touching the Differences between Himſclf | 
and the Two Houſes, in this point, declares that He is not | 
againſt the managing of the Epiſcopal Preſidency in one man, | 
by the joint Counſel and Conſent of many Presbyters;but that He [ 
had offered to reſtore it as a fit weans to wvoid thoſe errors, and | 
corruptions and partialities which are incident to any onemany 

alſo.ta avoid Tyranny, which becomes no Chriſtians, leaſt of all 
Church-men. But neither this nor the former Treatiſe, inter- 
poſeth in this Matter , but leaves it to the Wiſdom of our 
SUPETIOTS. . 

The deſired, Latitude leaves not the Concernments of 
Church or Stave-to #he Irigenuity of Mer , nor caſts out any 
Injunctions that are means of Peace and Unity 3 yea, or of 
that neceſſary Decency which the Apoſtle requires; only 
of Rites and Opinions long diſputed, it wonld take in no 
more then needs muſt ; and not meerly becauſe they have 
been long difputed', but becauſe they are alfo of little va- 
lue, ( and here confefled not to be neceſlary to Faith and 
Order ) yet are matters of endleſs Controverfie in this 
Church, and occaſionsof great ſeparation from it. | 

It being aſſerted, That the indiſputable Truths of 
Faith, and the indiſpenſable Duties of Life, are the main 
Obje&t of Church-Dilſcipline, the Anſwerer demands, What 
are thoſe indiſputable Truths, ſince there is ſcarce any Truth 
of Faith that hath not been diſputed againſi > What manner 
of arguing is this? Becauſe All Truths have been diſputed, 
doth 1t tojlow, that there are no indiſputable Truths? That , 
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* Cannot ſettle the Conſcience by her ſole 
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is called Indiſputable, that cannot reaſonably or juſtly be 
diſputed , though men of corrupt minds, and reprobate 
concerning the Faith , will call the greateſt Truths in que- 
ſtion, and reſiſt the cleareſt Evidence. When the Apoltle 
mentions matters of doubtful diſputations, he implies there 
be matters that arc indubitable, 


SE CT. XII. 


Of acquieſcence in the Commands of Superiors , and the pro- 
per matter of their Injundions. 


FN the former Treatiſe this Argument was uſed. The 
Church doth not claim an In —_ , therefore ſhe 
arrant , -but (till 
leaves room for doubting. The Anſwerer makes this to be 
either a piece of ignorance , or of portentous malice, and 
an Aſſertion that would diſturb all Government both in Fami- 
lies and inthe State, that would confound all Socitty, and ex- 
tirpate Faith and Juſtice from among the ſons of men. But 
this his ſtrange Interence rather is portentous. That the 
Church cannot ſettle the Conſcience by her ſole Warrant, 
is it not a Principle maintained by all Proteſtants in oppo- 
ſition to the Popiſh implicit Faith , and blind Obedience ? 
But is this perſon conſiſtent with himſelf? For after he hath 
a while expatiated in his imaginary hideous Conſequences, 
he comes himſelfto deny that the Church bindeth the Con- 
ſcience by her own ro ark And yetit isa letler thing 
to bind the Conſcience, than to ſertle it , and leave no room 
for doubting. For Conſcience may be obliged, when it is 
not ſetled. And if the Church cannot oblige, doubtleſs ſhe 
cannot ſettle the Conſcience by her ſole Authority. How 
then could a man of reaſon draw ſuch hideous Inferences 
from that Poſition? If I may give way to conjectures, I ſu- 
ſpect that he might take check at the word Infallibility , b 
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which I intend no more then Infallible Direction; and l 
fear not to own this Aſlertion , That-whoſoever have not 
Infallible Dizection, or the certain afliſtance of an Infalli- 
ble Guide, ſo as to be exempted from all error in what they 
propound for Belief or Practice, cannot ſettle the Conſct- 
ence by their ſole warrant. 

T (till aver , That in preſcribed Forms and Rites of Reli- 
gion, the Conſcience that doth its office , will interpoſe 
and concern itſelf, Andit is matter of aſtoniſhment that 
a Learned Proteſtant ſhould fay,this Poſition muſt needs be 
falſe. For Conſcience guided by the fear of God, will uſe 
all juſt means to diſcern his Will, and cannot reſign it ſelf 


to the diftates of men in the points of Divine Worſhip. . 


Tf the [Judgment of Diſcerning , which makes men differ 
from Brutes, be to be exerciſed in any caſe, it is chietly re- 
quiſite in thefe matters wherein the Glory of God, and the 
Saving of the Soul is ſo much concerned. . 

It is granted, That to maintain Peace and Unity in the 
Church, and to- be obedient to the Higher Powers in thoſe 
things which are proper matter for their Commands, are 
molt ſtrictly 1njoined Duties. But the Injunctions here con- 
ſidered (though to the Impoſers they are but things Indiffer- 
ent, that is, neither Commanded nor Forbidden of God)in 
the Conſciences of Ditſlenters, are Unlawful. To inſtance 
in ſome controverted Ceremonies, They think that God 
hath determined againſt them, though not in particular, 
Fer in the general Prohibition of all uncommanded Wor- 
ſhip. And they reply , Whether it be right zn the ſight of God 
to hearken unto men more then unto God, jndg ye. 1oreltrain 
that of the Apoſtle, He that doubts is dammed if heeat, only 
to things wherein the Church hath not interpoſed her Au- 
thority , isafalſe gloſs, and a begging of the Queſtion, 
What human Authority can warrant any one to put in pra- 
icean unlawful or ſuſpedted Action, or to make _ 
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feſlion of a known or ſuſpected Falſhood > As concern- 
ing the Rights of Superiors, it is the Church's Duty and 
Honour to teach and command her Children to do whatſo- 
ever Chriſt hath commanded. And it is the chiefe(t Glory, 
and moſt proper Work of the Magiſtrate, who is Gods Mi- 
niſter and Vicegerent,to be cuſtos & vindex utrinſq; Tabulg, 
To incourage and inforce Obedience to the Divine Laws, 
whether written inthe Bible, or imprinted in our Nature; 
and in ſubſerviency thereunto, to have power to deter- 
mine ſ\uchthingsas are requiſite in the general , but inthe 
particulars are left undetermined of God, and are to be or- 
dered by Human Prudence, according to the Light of Na- 
ture, aad the general Rules of Gods Word. But things 1n- 
ditterent in thcir nature, and either offenſive in their uſe, or 
needleſs and ſuperfluous, are not worthy to be made the 
proper matter of his Commands. It is a grave and weighty 
ſaying of a Learned man (of whatſoever Perſwalion he 
were ) © It the ſpecial Guides and Paſtors of the Church, 
* would be alittle ſparing of incumbring Churches with 
& ſupertluities,or not over-rigid,cither in reviving obſolete 
© Cuſtoms,or impoling new,there would be far leſs cauſe of 
<« Schiſm and Superſtition; and all the inconvenience t hat 
© were likely tocnſue, would be but this, That in fo do- 
*ing they ſhould yeeld a little to the imbecillity of their 


* Interiors; a thing which St. P.xl would never have retu- 
© {ed todo, 


SEC I, XI. 


Of the alledged Reaſons of the Ecclefta3tical InjunTions in 
the beginning of the Reformation. 


To Anſwerer relates at large the proceeding of this 
Church in the beginning of the Reformation. TI he 
ſum of the Relation is, That there being Two ſorts of men, 
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one that thought it a great matter of = pages to depart from 
the leaſt Ceremony, they were Fo addifed to their old Cuſtoms; 
the other ſo new-fangled, that they would innovate all things, 
and nothing would ſatisfie them but that which was new ; It 
was neceſſary for the Church to interpoſe for Peace jake, and 
cating off neither Party , to pleaſe each to their edi fication; 
and alſo to injoyn ſome things to the common obſervance of all, 
and therefore ſhe took, away the exceſſrwve multitude of Cere- 
monies, as thoſe that were dark, and _ to Superſtition 
and Covetouſneſs , but retained thoſe few that were for Decen- 
cy, Diſcipline, and apt to ſtir up the dull mind of man to the 
remembrance of his duty to God. We have good warrant to 
call in queſtion the truth of his Narration 1n things of the 
greateſt weight. Firſt, It is not true that the Party that 
were for Ceremonies, comprehended all thoſe who ſtaid at 
home, and did not fiye in the timeof Queen Mary's Perſecu- 
tion. For ſuch as diſlented from the Ceremonies in the 
time of that Perſecutign, had their Aſſemblies for the Wor- 
thip of Godin this Land, and indured among others, in 
that Fiery Trial. And we can find but little zeal in the 
Martyrs of thoſe days for this kind of Conformity, Like- 
wile it is not true that the Party that were againſt Ceremonies, 
were but ſmall, as being but ſome few of thoſe that fled beyond 
Sea: There is clear evidence tothe contrary, An Hiſtori- 
an zealous fur Conformity , even unto bitterneſs, reports 
in his Eccleſia Reſtaurata , That in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, many that were dilatteged to Epiſcopacy 
and Ceremonies, were raiſed to great Preferments, Beſides, 
thoſe that were in Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, he obſerves, That 
the Queens Profeſſor at Oxford, and the Mergaret Profeſlor 
in Cambridg , were among the Nonconformiſts, For the 
multitude of Diſezters in thole dayes, there is a notable te- 
{timony of a Friend of Prelacy, in his Letter to Mr. Ri- 
chard Hooker, about the writing of his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 


in 


j{ 


XU! 


[. 29] 
| Intheſe words: 7t may be rewembred, that at the firſt the 
greteſt part of the Learned.in the Land, were either eagerly 
affeted , or favourabiy inclined to that way ;, the Baoks then 
written , ſavoured for the moſt.part, of the Diſciphnary ſtilez 
it ſounded every where in the Puljits, and in the common 
phraſe of mens ſpeech; and the contrary Part began to fear 
they hadtaken a wrong courfe. 

Thereis as little Truth aad Juſtice in that report, That 
the Party that were againſt Ceremonies, cauſed the Troulles at 
Frankford, and brought a Diſhonor to the Reformation , and 
Infamy upon our Nation. The Ergliſh Congregation at 
Frankford , was ſetled after the Dilcipline of the Foreign 
Reformed. Churches, and enjoyed much Peace, till certain 
eminent men, zealous of the Ergliſh Forms and Rites, 
came among them, and by a high hand brought in the Li- 
turgy , and brake them to pieces, and forced away the Mi- 
niſters, and thoſe Members that were in the fir{t forming 
and ſetling of that Church. Afterward, they that remain- 
ed and received the Liturgy, continued not long in unity, 
but in a ſhort time an 1ncurable and ſcandalous Schiſm 
brake out between the Paſtor, and almoſt»the whole Con- 
gregation. : 

Laſtly, Thereis a great miſtake in the main buſineſs of 
the Narrative, in repreſenting things as ſetled by the 
Church of Exglard in the beginning of the Queen's Reign, 
to pleaſe each Party in the aboliſhing of ſome, and the re- 
taining of other Ceremonies : Whereas at the reviving 
the Reformation at that time , the Ceremonies then abo- 
liſhed were offenſive to all Proteſtants,and nothing appears 
to be done in favour of the Arnticeremonal Party , about 
the points in difference. But things were carried to a 
greater height againſt their Way ,-than in King Edward's 
time, whoſe Reformation was thought to incline more to 
that which was afterwards called Puritaziſm, For _—_ 
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cauſe the Hiſtorian before mentioned , hath written , That 
that King being ill principled, his Death was. no infelicity to 
the Church of England. Thetruth of the matter is, That 
in the firſt Times of the Queen, whoſe Reign was to be 
ſounded in the Proteſtant Religion, the Wiſdom of the 
State intended chiefly the bringing over of the whole Body 
of the People , and to ſettle them inthat Profeſſion; and 
therefore thought fit to make no more alteration from their 
old Forms, then was negeſlary tobe made. Care was ta- 
ken, that no part of the Liturgy might be oftenlive to the 
Papiſts, and they accordingly reſorted to our Divine Ser- 
vice for the firſt Ten years. Allo the retaining of the Ce- 
remonies, was a matter of condeſcention to the Popifh Par- 
ty, the State thereby _ how-far they would ſtoop 
to gain them, by yeelding as far as ey might in their own 
Way. Now long Experience hagh ſhewed , That what 
was done with reſpect to the Peace of former Times, and 
reconciling of Papiſts to Proteſtants, is become an occalion 
of dividing Proteſtants from one arother , without hope 
of converting Papiſts. 


SECT, XIV. 


The alledged Reaſons , why the Ceremonies are not to be taken 
away, Examined. 


Tvers Reaſons are alledged to prove a continued ne- 
ceſlity for theſe Ceremonies, as, Becauſe they that 

are for the Church , are unwilling to have them taken away : 
To revoke them, is to comply with thoſe that will never be ſatiſ- 
fied: Imputations have been laid upon the Things injoyned, as 
Antichriltian, Idolatrous, Superſtitious : A Warr was under- 
took to remove them: And it is a reproach to the Church, 
whoſe Foundation is upon the Truth, to be variows. Hereunto 
we make anſwer : Whoſoever delight in the uſe of the 
Cere- 
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Ceremonies, may enjoy their liberty ; but let it ſuffice 
them to uſe it, without laying a ſtumbling-block before 
others, or intangling their Conſciences, or hindring all of 
a contrary Perſwaſton from the Miniſtry, from teaching 
School, yea, and from taking any Academical Degree. 
With what ſoberneſs can it be ſaid, the Diſerters will ne- 
ver be fſatisftted , when hitherto they were never tryed 
with any Relaxation or Indulgence, although they have 
given evident proots of their unfeigned delires of Accom- 
modation? They do indged eſteem the Ceremonies an ex- 
ceſs in the 'Worlhip of God; but ſuppoſe that ſume have 
been immoderate in diſparaging thoſe Rituals; on the other 
hand, ſball their value be ſo inhanſed, as to be thought 
more worth then the Church's Unity , and the exerciſe of 
mutual Charity among its Members ? May not the Church 
ſalve her Honour, by declaring , That in remitting theſe 
Injunctions, ſhe meerly yeelds to the infirmity of weak 
Conſciences? As St. Pal declared concerning abſtaining 
from meats , who had as much power to make a Canon, 
as any fort or number of Eccleſiaſtical perſons can now 
pretend unto. As concerning the late Warr, it iscafter 
ſaid then proved , That it was undertaken to remove the 
Ceremonies; and it was not fo declared by thoſe that ma- 
naged it. But if it were ſo indeed, as it is here ſuggeſted, let 
this Argument be well weighed, A dreadful Warr that 
had a diſmal iflue, was undertakento remove certain Ce- 
remonies that at the beſt are but indifferent, therefore let 
them never be removed, but ftill inforced to the uttermoſt 
upon Conſciences that diſallow ther, As for the reproach 
of the Church by the appearance of being various, we 
conceive the controverted Ceremonies are no Foundation 
of the Church of Exgland, nor any fubſtantial part of her 
Religion, and do therefore hope , that lome Indulgence 


therein will not tix upon her any brand of Inconltaricy. 
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kt isobjected , That the Popiſh Prieſts would hereby take 
ad yantage. It ſeems then, that greater eare muſt be taken 
that the Papiſts, whoare implacable Adverfaries, be not 
offended, then that many thouſand honeſtly minded Prote- 
ſtants fhould be rehieved. But the ſtrangeſt Reaſon comes 
up laſt, Diſentions about things indifferent, have neceſſitated 
the Church ro make theſe InjunGions : That is, ſay the things 
ire but indifferent , yet great ditkntions have riſen about 
them, and are like tocontinue without end ; therefore the 
Church hath been neceffitated to impoſe them with great 
ſeverity upon multitudes who eſteem them unlawful, and 
all for this end , Fhat diſſentions may be removed, We 
are aſtonithed at this Argument from the Pen of a Learn- 
ed man. The truth is, theſe alledged Reafons have more 
of Animofity in them, then of Equity, Charity ,-or good 
Advice. Indeed the Apoltle faith, Mark thoſe that cauſe 
diviſions and offences contrary to the DoGrine that ye have re- 
ceived; but he doth not fo brand thoſe that ſcruple unwrit- 
ten Traditions, and needleſs Ceremonies, but adhere tothe 
intire Doctrineof Chriſt , and all Divine Inſtitutions, 


SECT. XV. | 
Of the diverſity of Opinion and PraFice already permitted 
in EL, of England. 


HE Moderation of the Church of Ezelizd in the 
Articles of Predefiination , Divine Grace, and Free- 

»i#, being urged againſt the rigorous impoſition of the 
— hoon" = rr Anſwer is made, 

That the caſe is not the ſame , for that thdſe points are ſofallo 
difficulty = they, and queſtions of that —_ , fd 
matter of diſpute in all Ages, andin all Religions ;; but about 
the Orders and Ceremonies, this is the only thing to be reſolved, 
Whether the Church hath power to injoin an iAdifſerent Cere- 


mony? 


(337 
0119 ? But there is no ſich difference in the caſe, The Que« 
ſtion of things Indifferent, hath been miſtaken for the 
Grand Caſe of the Nonconfprmiſts ; tor thoſe points which 
are the main reaſon and matter of their inconformity , are 
by them accounted not indifferent, but unlawful, and there- 
fore not to be admitted in their practice, till their Conſci- 
ences be better ſatisfied, And it is not irrational to think, 
that ſerious doubtings may ariſe in ſober minds about ſome 
parts of 'the injoyned Uniformity, and particularly, about 
thoſe Ceremonies which ſeem to draw near to the ſignif» 
cancy and moral efficacy of 'Sacraments , and thereupon 
may appear to ſome not as meer circumſtances, but as parts 
of Divine Worſhip, and their Conſciences may be ſtruck 
with Terror by the ſenſe of God's Jealoulie about any in- 
ſtituted Worthip which Himſelf hath not preſcribed, 
Moreover, theſe Orders and Ceremonies have beenmmatters 
of diſpute in all times ſmce the beginning of Proteſtant 
Reformation. But under the degenerate ſtate of the Chri- 
{tian Churches, by the great Apoltacy of the later times, 
there could be no occa(ion of diſputing theſe things, when 
Will-worſhip was generally exalted, and the profleſt Idc- 
latrics had prevailed. 

I queſtionthe truth of that Afſertion , That the Diſſent» 
ers cannot name ove Church beſides ours, in which there was a 
Schiſm made for a Ceremony. For a.great Rent was made 
in the Chriſtian Church throughout the World, about a 
Ceremony, .or as ſmall a matter, to wit , the time of cele- 
brating the Feaſt of Eefter. But whenſoever a Schiſm is 
made, let them that caule it, look to it, and lay it to heart. 
Wo to the world becauſe of offences, and woto that man by 
whom the offence cometh, But we till inſiſt upon this Argu- 
ment , That theſe Rites being at the beſt but indifferent in 
the opinion of the Impoſers, the obſervation of them can- 
not in reaſon be eſteemed of ſuch importance to the ſub- 
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ſtance of Religion, as the different Opinions about the Ar- 
ticles aforeſaid are. And who knows not with what animo- 
ſity and vehemence the Parties that are called Arminian and 
Antiarminian , have fought againſt one another; and what 
dreadful and deſtrutiveConſequences theypretend tc draw | 
from each others Opinions? Now put caſe the more preva- 
lent Party in the Church of England ſhould go about to de- 

termine thoſe Controverſies on the one fide, or the other, 
(and truly they were ſometimes determined by a Synod in 
His Majeſty's Dominions, namely by that of D«bliz in the 
year 1615, alſo by the greateſt Prelates, and moſt eminent 
Doftors in Ezeland, in the Lambeth-Articles ; and what 

hath been, may again come to paſs) would not that fide 
.againſt whom the Decilion paſſeth , be ready to cry out of 
Oppreſſion ? Yea, how greata Rent would be made by it 
through the whole Fabrick of this Church? Furthermore, 

in Ceremonies publikely uſed, and matters of open pra- 
Etice, the Church of England hath thought good to indulge 
Diſſents, as in that of bowing toward the Altar, or the Ealt, 
unleſs it be required by the local Statutes of particular So- 
cicties. And inthis the Sons of the Church do bear with 
one another, _— to the direction of the Canons made 
inthe year 1640. Unto which may be added, That 
the Mode of Worſhip in Cathedrals. is much different 
from that in Parochial Churches. Likewiſe ſome Mini- 
ſtersbefore their Sermon uſe a Prayer of their own con- 
cciving; others onely ( as the phraſe is) bid Prayer. If 
theſe and other Varieties, be no reproach to our Church, 
wili it reproach her to ſuffer oue to Offticiate with a Sur- 
plifs , and another without it ? 
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SE CT. XVL. 


Al:n differently perſwaded in the preſent Controverſies , may 
live together in Peace. 


T is no vain ſpeculation, to think we may have peace, if 
men perſwaded in their Conſciences that the controverted 
Ceremonies are ſuperſtitions, or at the beſt but Trifles, and that 
the Liturgy and Eccleſiaſtical Polity . need ſome Reformation, 
ſhould be joined with men far otherwiſe perſwaded. And the 
preſerving of Peace inthat caſe, doth not ſuppoſe or re- 
quire that all theſe differently perſwaded men, will be wiſe on 
both ſides to content themſelves with their own opinions : But 
it ſuppoleth the State, and the chief Guides of the Church, 
tobe wiſe, ( as it is always requilitz they ſhould be ) and 
that many of Reputation and Eminency on both ſides, will 
be prudent aud temperate, and examples of Moderation to 
others, (and not to ſuppolethis is to diſparage and debaſe 
nur preſent Age ) but aboveall, it ſuppoſeth the Publike 
Conſtitution ſo well ſtated andſetled, as to be able tocurb 
the Imprudent and Unſober, and toencourage the Modeſt 
and Well-adviſed, 

Surely al! Difienters upon Conſcience, will xot be prevail- 
ed with by the ſume Conſcience, to endeavour the propagation 
of their own way in theſe differences, to the depreſſion of others. 
If ſome offer to Adilturb the Peace, can no Rule of Go- 
vernment reſtrain them? It 1s a deplorable caſe indeed, it 
there be no remedy but for thoſe that are favoured by the 
Higher Powers , utterly to exclude and reje&t thoſe that 
want the like favour and countenance. 

At this day the Church of England by Her preſent La- 
titude , or at leaſt Connivence, keeps peace among Her 
Sons of ſuch dittcrent Perſwaſtons, as formerly ſtirred up 
great Dillentions 1n this Church. Whois ignorant - the - 
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Contentions raiſed about the Arminian Controverſies in 
the ſeveral Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James, and 
King Charles the Firſt ? But in the preſent Times, the mu- 
tual forbearance on both ſides, but chietly the Churcl!'s 
Prudence, hath lay'd aſleep thoſe Controverſies; whereas 
if one fide preſuming upon its Power and Prevalency, 
ſhould go about ( as formerly ) to _ and depreſs the 
other, and to advance and magnihe themſelves, and ingroſs 
the Preferments, doubtleſs the like flames would break 
out again. For there is a great diſlike and abhorrency 
ſetled at the Heart-root of both theſe Parties againſt 
each others Opinions; and a ſutable occalion would ſoon 
raw it out to an open Conteſtation. Now it the Church's 
Peace and Unity be already maintained in ſuch ſeemingly 
dangerous diverlity of Opinion among her Members and 
Officers, and thoſe not of the meaneſt rank , why ſhould 
her Prudence and Polity be ſuſpected as inſuthcient to 
ra'ntain Unity and Peace in the indulging of the ditfc1 + 
ently perſwaded in the now diſputed Rites and Opi- 
nions ? 


SE @T. XVII. 


Of DISSENTERS of Narrewer Principles, and of 
TOLERATION. 


HE Latitude diſccurſed in the former Treatiſe, is un- 

juſtly impeached, as providing onely for the Presby- 
terrans , andrelinquithing all other Diſlenters; for it com- 
prehends within fs Eſtabliſhment, thoſe of all ſorts that 


are of Principles congruousto ſtated Order in the Church; 
fo that no fort is excluded , whoſe Principles make them 
capable. And was this Capacity any where reſtrained to 
the Presbyterians? Some Nonconformiſts are for Moderated 
Epiſcopacy, after the form of the Ancicnt Churches 3 and 

ivers 


[37] 
divers others, as to'particular forms of Government, are 
Latitxdinarians; and others there are belides theſe, who 
would live peaceably under the preſent Hierarchy, might 
they be ſpared frem the perſonal profeſſion or practice of 
ſome things which they think unlawful or doubtful. 

Moreover, beyond the Eſtabliſhed Order , the Latitude 
includes a TFoleration for thoſe that are of ſound Faith, 
and good Lite, but have taken up fome Principles of 
Church-Government leſs congruous to National Setrle- 
ment. I cannot yeeld to that polition, That only Neceſſity 
can give colour to Toleration , for that it is by the confeſſion of 
ll, one of thoſe things that are not good in their nature. | 
ſuppoſe that Chriſtians bearing with one another in tolc- 
rable differences, is a branch of Brotherly Love; and 
therefore Charity, as well as Neceflity , may plead for this 
Way of Indulgence. 

But it is objected , That we want an inſtance of the ſafety 
4 \Toleration, in any Nation where the Supreme Governonr 

ad not a ſtanding Army to circumſcribe and confine the 
Heats of Diſſenters in Religion, to their own breaſts, and 
keep off the deſtru&tive Effef@s of Schiſme. 

* me reply , That this Maxime , That no Toleration 
of Diflenters, howſoever regulated, can be fafely granted 
by the Supreme Goveriour thet hath not a ſtanding Army, 
makes little for the Safety and Liberty of true Religion, 
The Proteſtants that live under the Princes of the Roman 
Faith, are little beholding to one that publiſheth to the 
World , That thoſe Princes can with ſafety tolerate them 
no longer then they keep up a ſtanding Army to keep off 
the de{trudive effects of that which they call Schiſm. One 
may ſee by this and other inſtances, what bias the Judg- 
ment hath, by the Zeal of a Party , and how it is brought 
to aſlert ſuch _ as may expoſe the true Religion to the 
danger of Suppreſtion or Extirpation in many my 
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But hath the French King leſs aſſurance of- the Loyalty of 
His-Proteſt ant Subjects , then of the Roman-Catbolicks ? 
Would a Neceflity be laid upon Him to maintain conſtant 
Forces to keep the Proteſtants in obedience, when he could 
rule the reſt of his People without ſuch Terror ? Or is To- 
teration the reaſon of a ſtanding Army in the United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands? In this Latitude no other To- 
leration is pleaded for, then what can be made ſafe and ſe- 
cure by the ordinary ways of Legal Government. 

Both Duty and Intereſt obligeth all ſorts to proceed as 
far as it is poſſible in complying with their Supertors ; and 
if the uncontrolable Power of Conſcience inforce them 
to lye without the Pale of the Eſtabliſhed Order, they 
ſhould deem that Excluſion their great Unhappineſs. But 
ſit is, that Prudent and Pious men may beof exceeding 
Narrow Principles about Church-Order and Fellowſhip. 
Chriſtian Charity pleadeth for Indulgence towards them; 
and we hope Political Prudence doth not gainfay it. For 
although their Way may fall far ſhort of ſetling a Nation, 
yet they may have Spirits and Principles very conſiſtent 
with Publike Tranquility. And their Indulgence may be 
obtained by a good Underſtanding and Confidence be- 
tween Them and the Higher Powers, the Clemency of 
the One ſhewing Favour in that extent which the Pub- 
like Order may lafely toleratez and the Humility and Di- 
ſcretion of the Other , cauſing them to priſe the Favour, 
and to ule it rightly. That fuch Condeſcention and Cle- 
mency ſhould he uſed onthe: One ide, and ſuch Humility 
and Modeſty on the Other , why ſhould it ſeem impoſh- 
ble? For the One may fee, that by granting ſome Limit- 
ed Liberty, the Protection of Chriſts Flock, and the 
Satisfaction of well-minded Subje&s may become more 
Univerſal: . And the Other may likewiſe ſce, that a 
ſmaller Party, and thoſe of Narrow Frinciples, are of 
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themſelves in no wiſe proportionable to the State of this 
Nation; and therefore that they cannot well ſubſiſt , but 
in conjundtion with , and ſubordinatiun unto an Eſtabliſh- 
ment more commenſurate to the wholeBody of the People. 
This neceſlary Subordination , may beget a mutual Con - 
fidence and Security, If it beſaid , The-Tolerated Party 
may become Dangerous or SuſpeGed, it is always ſuppo- 
ſel that they ſtand by their Good Behaviour, and the 
Rulers Favour. But they are not like to prove Danger- 
ous, if the Eſtabliſhment be large enough. For the Nar- 
rownels thereof makes the Diſenters numerous , and (till 
encrealeth their Number. 


SECT. XVIL, 


Tt is the Intereſt of the NONCONFORMISTS to pre- 
fer Comprehenſion before Toleration, where Conſcience 
doth not gainſay. 


F it can be made evident, That the Noxconformiſts ſhould 
embrace a Comprehenſion as the ſurelt means of their 
particular Good , it will conduce exceedingly to evince, 
That the Favour of Rulers will not be in vain towards 
them; and that their Petitions, Diſcourſes, and other In- 
ſtances for Moderation, were not feigned, becauſe ground- 
ed on their true Intereſt that cannot lye. 

Were they united among themſelves, and did the Times 
highly favour them, even then it were their Wiſdom not 
to inliſt too far upon their own Perſwaſtons, but to comply 
with ſuch moderate Order as is moſt paſlable in the Nati- 
on, ( their Conſciences not gainſaying ) much more doth 
it now behove them, by Moderation and Submifhion to 
diſpoſe themſelves for the Favour of their Superiors. 

They ſhould chuſe rather (if it be poſlible for them ) to 


be Comprehended in the Approved, thento be Tolerated 
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inaSevered Way. For there isnot fo much loſt thereby in 
point of Liberty, but as much or more is gained in point of 
Safety. 

It isa happineſs to be ſecured from dangerous wander- 
ings, petplexities, breaches, and manifold inconveniences, 
into which they may be led that are-wholly left without 
the Line of the Eſtabliſhed Order. Thoſe perſons' that 
by their Wiſdom and Learning can the better defend them- 
ſelves from the aforeſaid Evils in a ſevered State, cannot 
be ignorant how precipitate and unadviſable many of their 
Number may be, and not ſo eafily to be governed by their 
more prudent Guides, Men of diſcerning and ſtable judg- 
ments, would do their uttermoſt to preſcrve the more in- 
conſiderate people from falling into a full and abſolute 
Separation from all Chriſtian Societies that are not of their 
Perſwaſion, For they may eaſily apprehend into how great 
and dangerous Errors that Yortex may carry about thoſe 
that fall into it. | 

They that are beſt able to govern themſelves, do ſee 
molt need of a Publike Government, and hew neceſlary 
it is, that both People and Teachers be under the Regu- 
lation and Influence of Authority, for the avoiding of 
many and great Inconveniencies, And there are many and 
great Benefits, by being comprehended in the Approved 
Order, not otherwiſe to be obtained. Their Peace is bet- 
ter inſured , their Influence is more diffuſive , their Inſtan - 
cesand Motions for the Common Good, will be more re- 
-garded, They havealarger ſcope for imploying their Ma- 
{ters Talent in the Publike Service of the Goſpel, and 
they may ſpeak with more Authority, and better ſucceſs 
among all ranks and forts of men, who will look upon 
them as theirs, when they hold their Publike Stations. 

Untoall this may be added, That the Ancient Norcon- 
formiſis earneltly oppoled the Separation of the Browniſts, 
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and held communion with the Church of England in its 
Publike IP. | 

And doubtleſs it is the Miniſters Intereſt, not to have 
their Subſiſtenceby the Arbitrary Benevolence of the peo- 
ple, andſotolive in continual dependance upon their mu- 
table diſpoſitions for a Maintenance that is poor and lov 
in compariſon of the Publike Encouragements. Hereby 
one may partly judg , whether Learned and Prudent men 
be Nonconformiſts by the pleaſure of their own will, or the 
conſtraining-force of Conſcience, 

Now their Conſciences may be relieved, if they be not 
made perſonally to profeſs or practice any thing againſt * 
the dictates thereof. And retaining their own private judg- 
ments, they may weil hold to this Catholick Principle, 
T hat ina Church acknowledged to be ſound in Doctrine, 
and in the Subſtance or main Parts of Divine Worſhip, 
and not defeQive in any vital part of Chriſtian Religion, 
they-are bound to bear with much which they take to be 
amiſs in others Practice, in which they do riot perſonally 
bear a part themſelves. 

As concerning a Form of Church-Government, and 
Rule of Diſcipline, Men that underſtand their own Inte- 
reſt, cannot for ſelt-ends ( as they have been upbraided ) 
couet the Power of ſuch a Diſcipline as inzvitably pro- 
cures envy and il|-will, without any temporal profit or dig- 
nity. And if the Higher Powers will not admit ſuch a 
Form, (1 deliver my own private judgment , without pre- 
judice to other mens) this may tend to ſatisfie the Subjedts 
Conſcience. That Eccleſiaftical Government is neceſlari- 
ly more dired&ted and ordered in the exerciſe thereof, by 
the Determinations of the Civil Magiſtrate, in places 
where the true Religion is maintained, then where it is 
perſecuted or difregarded. And they that have recei- 
vedthe Power, mult — God for it : They that 

2 are 
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are diſcharged from it , ſhall never account for that where- 
of they have been bereaved. 


SECT. XIX. 


It bel oves both the Comprehended and the Tolerated, to prefer 
the common Intereſt of Religion, and the ſctling of the 
Nation, before their own particular Perſwaſions. 


| S thoſe Diſſenters , whoſe Conſciences will permit, 
| A will beſt comply with their own good, by entring 
into the Eſtabliſhment, if adoor be open for their acceſs : 
So they of Narrower Principles, that cannot enter into it, 
will beſafeſt within the Limits of ſuch Indulgence as Au- 
thority would vouchſafe to grant them, with reſpect to the 
Common Good. Men of all Perſwalions ſhould rather 
chuſe to- be limited by Publike Rules, with mutual Conti- 
dence between their Governors and Themſelves, then to 
be left to the liberty of their own Attections, upon term 
uncertain and unſecure. | 

Beſides the Concernment of their own Peace, there is 
this great Perſwafſive, That this Advice is a compliance 
with that ſtate of things which will beſt ſatishe and ſet- 
tle the Nation, and maintain Reformed Religion againſt 
Popery, and Chriſtianity againſt Atheiſm and Infdelny. 

True Ezgliſhmen , and Lovers of their dear Countrey, 
which is impaired and reproached by thele breaches, ſhould 
yecld as muchto its Wealth and Honour, as their Conſci- 
ences can allow. Loyal Subjects aud good Patriots ſhould 
conlider what the Kingdom . will bear, and preter ſuch 
bounded Liberty of Comprehenſion and Induigence, as 
tendsto Union, before a looſe, though larger Liberty, 
that will keep the Breaches open, and the Minds of Peo- 
ple unquict and unſetled, And it is not of little moment 
to miad this, That the high Concerns of Conſcience can- 
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not be better ſecured then in the Peace and Safety of the 
excellent Conſtitution of this Kingdom. 

For the Amplitude of Reformed Religion, all true 
Proteſtants ſhould promote an ample Eſtabliſhre t there- 
of, both for the incompaſſing of all that be ſound in that 
Profeſſion, as allo for the more capacious reception of 
thoſe that may become Converts thereunto. And not one- 
ly the encreaſe and glory thereof, but its ſtability in theſe 
Dominions, is promoted by ſuch an ample Eſtabliſhment. 
Witneſs our great Defence againſt Popery, by the common 
zeal of all Proteſtants of the ſeveral Perſwaſions, for Pro- 
teſtancy in general, By this concurrent Zeal, the inſolencies 
of the Papiſts have been repreſled, and their Confidences 
defeated. Could the Proteſtant Conformiſts or Nonconfor- 
miſts , either of them upon their own ſingle account, it one 
ſhould exterminate, or utterly diſable the other, be ſo well 
ſecured againſt Popery, as now they are by their common 
Intereſt? And to imagine by rigor to compel the depreſied 
Party to incorporate with the Party advanced, ſo that one 
ſhould acquire the Strength of both, would in the 1thue be 


- found a great Error. By ſuch proceeding, indeed, a Par- 


ty may be wounded and broken, and rendred unſervice- 
able tothe common,good , but ſhall never be gainzd as an 
addition of Strength to thoſe who have ſo handled them. 
But an Accommodatioa would make both to be as,one. 
And ſec'ug in their preſent divided ſtate, the concurrent 
Zcal of Loth hath becn fo formidable, as to daſh the hopes 
of the Popiſh Party, how much more in a ſtate of Union, 
might their Strength increaſe agaiuſt their common Adver- 
ſaries! Wherefore, the One ſhould open the Way , and 
the Other ſhould rcacily come in upon juſt Terms. T kis 
ſtould be the rather minded -on both hdes, becauſe the 
Conliderate Nonconformiſts will never promote their own 
Liberty by ſnach ways and mcans as would bring in a To- 
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leration of Popery 3 yea, they would rather help to bear 
' up the preſent Ecclelialtical ſtate, then that Popery ſhould 

break in by Anarchy , or the DitioJution of all Church- 

Government, 

Morcover, an ample, fixed ſtate Eccleſiaſtical, is neceſ- 
fry to uphold and encreaſe trucReligion,as well againſt 7- 
fidelity, as againſt Popery, The looſe part of theWorld would 
turn to a wearineſs and contempt of Divine Inſtitutions, 
and Chriſtianity it felt would be much endangered in a 
ſtate of Ataxy and unfixednels. By what ordinary means 

hath the Doctrine and Inſtitution of Chriſt been propaga- 

ted and perpetuated in large Kingdoms and Nations, and 
in the Univerſe, but by incompaſſing under its external 

Rule and Order, great Multitudes that may fall ſhort of 

the Lite and Power thereof. And it doth not root and 

ſpread in any fort conſiderable, ina Region, where the ex- 
ternal Order is ſet by the Rigid and Narrow Principles of 

a ſmall Party, and the generat Multitude Ilyes open as waſt 

ground , for any to invade or occupy. Let confiderate 

men judg how much the ample ſtate of a meer Orthodox 

Profeflion, is to be preferred before 1: fidelity, or Popery, or 

any other Sect of 'the Chriſtian Name, that is Idolatrous or 

Heretical. There be few Converts tothe Power of God- 

lineſs, from Infidelity or Popery, or any Hereſie, but they 

are generally made out of the Maſs of People of an Or- 
hacks Profeſlion. 

If it be the will of God that one muſt ſuffer fer the 
Carſe of Religion, it is more for the Honour of Chriſtia- 
nity toſuffer trom Infidels, then from Papiſts; likewiſe it 
1s more for the Honour of Reformed Religion, to ſuffer 
from Papiſts, then from Proteſtants. And if it were at ones 
own choice , One ſhould much rather ( ceteris paribus ) 
ſuffer in defence of the main Truths of Chriſtianity , then 
tor retuling a Ceremony, or for any other part of Tncon- 
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formity. For this cauſe a Union is ſo delirable , that theſe 
Bitterneſles, Reproaches and Scandals , might ceaſe from 
among us. 
Laſtly, Whatſoever Enlargement we have granted by 
the Favour of our Lawful Superiars, we have it in the 
beſt way, anda Bleſling is in it. | 


SECT: 


EPISCOP ACT will gain more by Moderation , then by 
Severity in theſe Differences. 


T HE Anſwerer enumerates many Reaſons why 4 Form 
of Church-Government ſhould meet with many Dvffi- 
culties in its return after a proſcription of Twenty years ; 
and concludes it wnuſt be a Generation or two, not ſeven 
gears, that can wear out all thoſe Difficulties. On the other 
{ide he ſaith , Presbytery langniſhed almoſt as ſoon as it had a 
being, &c. I perceive Presbytery is a great Eye-ſore. Per- 
adventure I may be reckoned a Presbyterian; and to ſay 
the truth, I am not aſhamed of their company that are 
commonly called by that Name; yet I have no pleaſure 
in ſuch Names of diſtinf&tion. I am of a Perſwafion , but 
not of a Partyz and whatſoever my Perſwaſion be, it-1s 
Moderate, Catholick and Pacitick. Neither my Deſign 
nor my Principles engage me to maintain the Presbzterial 
Government. Nevertheleſs I cannot but take notice with 
how little reaſon the intrinſick Strength of Prelacy, or 
Weakneſs of Presbytery, is argued from the duration of 
the one and the other in this Kingdom, Had Presbytery the 
Strength of the Civil Power? Or was it ever formed in 
England? Was it not cruſh*d while it was an Embryo, by the 
prevailing Potency of its Adverſaries? Look into thoſe 
States where it hath been Eſtabliſhed, if you would judg 
aright concerning it. On the other hand, hath not wy 
ha 
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* had all the Strengthof. Law and Power engaged in its de- 
fence, by the Entouragements of Worldly Grancure fot its 
Favourers, and by Severities inflicted on 1ts Impugners for 
above Fourſcore years? In which ſpace of time, none 
could appear againſt it without the hazard of utterundo- 
ing, or great Suffering. And'thoogh it were thus born up, 
not for Seven years, i almoſt a Century, yet we do not 
tind that it had worn out the Difficulties of thoſe Times, 
which were not ſo Many and Great as this Author reports 
its preſent Difticulties to be, in its return after a proſcripti- 
on of Twenty years. Butthere is a more excellent and 
ſurer Way, which, it is hoped, may attain toa happier End 
in leſs time then a Gemeratien or two, It the"Diſtemper of 
Minds were healed, and Unchriſtian Enmities laid aſide, 
then Moderation being ſincerely begun, would hold on, 
and make the Diſagreeing Parties to be ſtill more yeeld- 
ing, and mutually obliging 3 thoſe Provocations and Pre- 
judices would then ceaſe , by which they have been mu- 
tually alienated, and hurried into ſuch Hoſtilities, and 
they would not be tempted intheir own Defence (as they 
think ) to ſtrengthen themſelves by Evil Advantages, 

If Epiſcopacy yeeld to a Moderate Courſe, _ ſhould 
any prudent Diſſerters go about to moleſt it? For in fo 
doing they would but perpetuate their own trouble and 
unquiet fr ſeeing that diverlities of Opinions, and oc- 
caſions of Diſcord are like to continue about Forms of 
Church-Government, until Forms ſhall be nomore. On 
the other lide, Why ſhould the Epiſcopal Clergy drezd 
that Moderation that would render Epiſcopacy more gene- 
rally inoffenſive and acceptable, and put ſome end to the 
hitherto unceſlant ſtruglings againſt it? Are they jealous 
that the Structure of their Government may be weakned, 
and at length diſſolved? They might rather apprehend 
it might gain Aſſiſtance and Reputation from many that 
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now either by conſtraint and neceſſity, or by provocation 
and prejudice are made its Adverfaries, W ho ſo ſearch- 
eth to the root of the matter, ſhall ind , That not ſo much 
the Species of Government, nor the Forms that are uſed 
as weightier matters, have been the chief ſtumbling-block, 
and the occaſions of the greateſt diſguſt and averſation. 
Neither the Epiſcopal Office nor Habit , doth affright this 
fort of People from hearing a Biſhop preach to their E- 

dification. 
The right and ſure way to eſtabliſh Epiſcopacy in a Land 
where Reformed Chriſtianity is eſtablithed, is not to urge 
reciſe Conformity in Opinions and Orders, and doubt- 
| things of meer human determination; but to encou- 


rage ſoundneſs in the Faith, Ability and Induſtry in the 


proper Work of the Miniſtry, and a Converſation becom- 
ing the Goſpel; and ta diſcourage Pluralities, Nonreſliden- 
cies, Licentioufneſs and Idleneſs in all forts , who ſerve not 
Chriſt, but themfelves, in 'their Sacred FunEions, and 
whoſe End is onely tolive in Pomp, Wealth and Pleafure, 
Will the Church-Governors ſay (as it hath been anſwer- 
ed ) they are bound up by the Laws; and if Patrons preſent 
nnuworthy perſons which have the Qualifications the Law re- 
quires , the Biſhops muſt not reje# them; tor can they turn 
them ont at their pleaſure , but muſt give an acconut to the 
Laws. Tothis I reply , If the Admiffion and Permiſlion 
of unworthy Miniſters , comes to paſs not by the Biſhops 
Adminiſtration, but by the defeCtiveneſs of the Laws, why 
hath not their Zeal excited them in the fpace of ſo many 
years, and feyeral Princes Reigns, to endeavour the ob + 
taining of Laws effcCtual on that behalf, as it hath to pro- 
cure and make, from time totime, ſtricter and ſtricter In- 
jundicns about Conformity and Ceremonies? For we 
know no reaſon why as full and vigorous Laws may not 


be made againſt Igtorant, Negligent and Scandalous Mi- 
G nilters, 
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niſters, as againſt Nozconformiſts. Conſcience, Honour and 
Safety , obligeth the Epiſcopal Clergy to turn the edg of 
their Diſcipline the right way, and to ſhew its energy 
and vigor, not about Ceremonies, but the great and 
weighty matters of Chriſtian Religion. AndI ble that 
many worthy Miniſters of the Church of England, are fo 
perſlwaded. Wherefore, inthe former Diſcourſe I caſt no 
evil refletion upon the Latitudinarians, or any moderate 
perſons; nor repreſented them as conforming not | urvmtr 4 
and as becomes the Miniſters of Chriſt. They may lincerely, 
according to their Principles, ſubmit to theſe Impoſitions, 
and yet not like the Impoling, The expreflion of their 
lukewarmneſs in Conformity, ſignified no more but this, 
That they ſet a rate upon theſe Matters according to the 
value, and that they bear but an indifferent reſpeCt to things 
that at the beſt are but indifferent. 

It is objected againſt me , That having provided a place 
of reſt for my ſelf and my Party , in the Rated Order, I amt 
little ſollicitows for others. Ido here ſolemnlyprofeſs, That 
I am chiefly ſollicitous for the Tranquility and Reſt of a 
troubled Nation. As for my own Concernment , my De- 
privation is an Afﬀtition to me; andI would do any thing 
that were not ſin tome, to recover the liberty of my pub- 
like Service in the Church : But if it cannot be, I ſubmit 
to His good pleaſure , by whoſe determinate Counſel all 
things are brought to paſs, and am contented to remain a 
Silenced Sufferer far Conſcience towards God. Yea, I ſhould 
much rejoice in ſuch Enlargement of the Publike Rule, as 
might give a ſafe entrance to others, though I my ſelf by 
ſome invincible ſtri&tnefs of Apprehenſion, ſhould remain 
excluded; for I have no FaQion to uphold, and by others 
Gain I am nothing leſſened. And in my opinion, will be no 
dividing of the Noxnconſormiſts, or weakning of their In- 
tereſt, if a part of them might cloſe with the Approved 
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Order of the Nation, enlarged to the latitude of their 
judgments , when others of _— judgments are left 
without, Indeed, if they were a Fadion, they might lofe 
or leſlen themſelves hereby : But Reformed Chriſtianity is 
their Grand Intereſt, and their main Caufe lyes not in any 
avowed difference of Dottrines between them and the Fp;- 
ſcopal Proteſtants, nor in any Secular Advantages to hold to 
themſelves ina divided ſtate, but in the Advance ment of 
Gods Kingdom by the encreaſe of true Chriſtian Faith 
and Piety. 

The Anſwerer hath uſed many hard ſpeeches againſt me, 
and charged me with Malice in divers paſſages, which I an- 
ſyer not in particular , becauſe the innocence and inoffen- 
ſiveneſs of my words will clear it ſelf; and becauſeI would 
not make this Diſcourſe tedious, by replying tothings im- 

rtinent to the main ſcope. It ſhall ſuffice me toadd, That 

have written theſe things, as knowing that the Judg ſtand- 
eth before the Dore, 


FINIS. 


XUM 


The Contents. 


Set 1, F the Foundation of our Peace already laid in the Ryligion 
of the Nation, and the Struft ure thereef , to be perfeFted by 
the Unity of that Profeſſion. ; 

2, The Good of the ſeveral Parties ts beſt ſecured by Common Equity, 

and the Good of the Univer ſality- / 

3. What may be efteemed a good Conſtitmtion of the State Eccleſiaſtical, 
4. The Comprehenſiveneſs of the Eſtabliſhment , and the allowance of 4 
juſt Latitude of Diſſents, is the befÞs Remedy againſt Diſſent.ons. 

5. Whether the preſent Diſſentions are but ſo many Faftions in the State. 

6. Whether the Nonconformiſts P- inciples tend to Setts and Schiſmgy, 

7. Of their Prixciples touching Obedience and Government. 

8. Of plicing them in the ſame rank for Crime and G wilt, with the Papiſtc, 

9. Whether thiir Incenformit y be Conſcientious or Wilful. 

10. Of their peaceable Inclinations, and readineſs to be ſatisfied. 

11, The propeunded Latitude leaves ont nothing neceſſary to ſecure the 

Churches Peace, 

12, Of acquieſcence in the Commands of Superiore, and the proper matter 
of their Injunftions. 

13, Of the alledged Reaſons of the Eccleſiaſtical Injunttions in the begin* 

nins of the Reformation, 

14. The alledged Reaſuns why the Ceremonies are nut to be taken aW4)) 
E xamined. 

Is Of the dive-ſity of Opinion and Prattice already permitted in the 
Church of England, 

16, Men differently perſWaded in the preſent Controver fies, may live to- 
gether in peace, 

17, Of Diſſenters f narrower Principles and of Toleration, 

18. It is the Intereſt of the Nonconformiſts to prefer Comprehenſion befare 

T oler ation, where Conſcience doth not gainſay. 

Ig, 4t behoves beth the Comprehended and the Teolerated to prefer the 
common Tntereſt of Religion, and the ſetling of the Naticn, before 
their own particular PerſWaſi:ns. 

20, Epiſcopacy will gain n ore by Moderation, then by Severity in theſe 
Differences, 


We 


